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SUBJECT: SAHARA WATC: MOROCCAN/MAURITANIA DEFENSE COMMITTEE MEETS 
REF: RABAT 3367 (NOTAL) 

1 . MOROCCAN/MAURITANIAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE MET IN NOUAKCHOTT 
JUNE 19-20. LOCAL NEWS STORIES JUNE 20-21 WERE FIRST PUBLIC 
AKCNOWLEDGEMENT OF EXISTENCEMUTUAL DEFENSE AGREEMENT SIGNED 
IN NOUAKCHOTT ON MAY 13. JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT CLOSE 

OF MEETING WAS BRIEF ANDUNIFORMATIVE. IT LISTED DELEGATION 
MEMBERS, AND AFFIRMED: SOLIDARITY OF TWO PEOPLES; IMPORTANCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NOUAKC 01415 220821Z 

OF DEFENSE OF NATIONAL UNITY AND TERRIROTIAL INTEGRITY; 

COMMLMT TO COMBAT ANY AGGRESSION AGAINST INDPENDENCE OF 
EITHER NATION; AND DECLARED ANY ATTACKAGAINST EITHER NATION 
WILL BE CONSIDERED AS AN ATTACK AGAINST THE OTHER. 

2. COMMENT: (A) DURING PAST 5-6 MONTHS OFFICIAL VISITS 
BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES OF SENIOR AND MID-LEVEL MAURITANIAN 
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ANDMOROCCAN OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN FREQUENT (3-4 PER MONTH) 

AND WELL-PUBLICIZED. THERE HAS ALSO BEEN SERIES OF 
UNANNOUNCED, USUALLY VERY SHORT VISITS REVEALED ONLY BY 
BRIEF PRESENCE ROYAL PALACE JET AT NOUAKCHOTT AIRPORT. 

JUNE 19-20 MEETING WHILE WELL PUBLICIZED WAS NOT SORT OF 
MEDIA EVENT THAT JANUARY OSMAN VISIT WAS. JUST CONCLUDED 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE MEETING WAS CLEARLY WORKING NO PR 
SESSION. (B) SPANISH EMBOFF REPORTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
AGREED TOESTABLISH JOINT MILITARY COMMAND WHICH WILL 
CONTROL ALL MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN FORMER SPANISH TERRI- 
TORY. THIS COMMAND WILL NOT BE REQUIRED TO CLEAR MILITARY 
OPERATIONS IN ADVANCE WITH EITHR RABAT OR NOUAKCHOTT. 
COMMAND JURISDICTION WILL SEPCIFICALLY NOT EXTEND INTO 
PRE-1975 MOROCCO OR MAURITANIA. (C) EMBASSY DOES NOT PLAN 
TO PRESS GIRM FOR DETAILS OF MILITARY PACT OR OPERATIONAL 

DECISIONS TAKEN AT FIRST JOINT DEFENSE COMMITTEE MEETING. 

WE BELIEVE RISK OF COMMUNICATING INNACCURATE ANDIN APPRO- 
PRIATE SIGNAL TO GIRM OF US MILITARY AND POLITICAL SUPPORT 
BY AGGRESSIVE PROBING OUTWIEGHS PROBABLE UTILITY OF 
INFORMATION WE MIGHT OBTAIN. WE WILL GLEAN WHATEVER WE 
GREACEFULLY CAN FROM MAURITANIANS AND GRILL OTHER DIPLOMATIC 
OBSERVERS. MEANWHILE, GIVEN LONG-STANDING US POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY TIES WITHMOROCCO, EMBASSY RABAT CAN MORE EASILY 
AND NATURALLY OBTAIN DESIRED DETAILS OF JOINT DEFENSE 
COMMITTEE SESSION FROM MOROCCAN PARTICIPANTS. 
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